	FAFSA

          Free Application for Federal Student Aid, or the FAFSA, is a very important document to be completed for federal and state student grants, work-study, and loans.  Your application needs to be submitted as early as possible but no earlier than January 1st of the student’s senior year, as the financial information is based on your earnings the full year prior to starting college.


FAFSA: Step by Step

Basic FAFSA Facts:

What is it?  

The federal government uses this form to determine your eligibility for financial aid, which includes: grants, work-study, scholarships and loans.

Why fill it out?  

The FAFSA is used to determine how much aid you will receive.  It may also be prerequisite for other scholarship monies.
What type of aid can I expect to receive? 

Your prospective college will try to meet your financial need through federal, state, school and private sources, as well as loans, grants and student employment.

May I complete FAFSA on the Web?

 Yes, visit www.fafsa.ed.gov and click “Before Beginning a FAFSA” to get started. The Web provides “edit check” and is a quicker process.

Where do I obtain a paper copy of FAFSA? 

You may go to your guidance counselor’s office, local library, or call 1-800-4-FED-AID to ask for a copy.
FAFSA Tips:

· Fill out the form as soon as possible after January 1.

· Do not leave any fields blank.  Enter “0” if a question does not apply.

· List your information accurately.

· Take your time and follow the instructions.  For assistance call 1-800-4-FED-AID.

· Sign the applications.  If you are a dependent, have your parents sign too.

· Report ALL required sources of untaxed income (e.g., Social Security/child support).

· Fill out the FAFSA every year, even if you don’t think you will qualify for aid.  It may be a prerequisite for scholarships.

PIN: Your Key to Online Identification

The Personal Identification Number (PIN) is the code that is used to identify you online.  To obtain a PIN, visit www.pin.ed.gov.  Click on “Apply for PIN”.  You may receive your PIN via e-mail or regular mail.  You must submit your name, date of birth and social security number to receive a PIN.  Do not reveal your PIN to anyone.  The PIN allows anyone to electronically sign federal documents and access confidential information,

Fill Out the FAFSA:

Keep a completed copy for your records.  You’ll need the following to fill out the form:

· Social Security number

· 2009 W2 and /or tax return

· Driver’s license (if any)

· 2009 federal income tax return

· Parent’s 2006 income tax return (if a dependent)

· 2009 untaxed income records (if any)

· Current bank statements

· Current mortgage and investment records (if any)

· Alien registration card (if not U.S. citizen)

Signing the FAFSA (required on WEB or paper filing):

· Use your 4-digit PIN.  Parents will also need their own PINs to electronically sign the FAFSA.

· Print the signature page, get the required signatures and mail the form to the address listed on the signature page.

· Wait until you receive your SAR (Student Aid Report), get the required signatures and return it through the U.S. Postal Service via certified mail.

Review the Student Aid Report (SAR)—receive within 5 weeks of filing:

· Review immediately and carefully.

· Report errors to the FAFSA Help Desk and ask how to make corrections

· Call 1-800-433-3243 if you do not receive the SAR within 5 weeks.

· An asterisk after the EFC means your SAR has been selected for verification and you 

may be asked for more information which will go to the prospective college.

