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GRADE LEVEL:  5  -5th Six Weeks




ORGANIZING IDEA:  Continuity and Change: How Variables Cause Change

TITLE / SUBJECT:  Immigration

TIME FRAME:  20-30 minutes

OBJECTIVES:   To provide a framework for investigation into the peoples who immigrated to America from 1880-1920 

TEKS:  113.5 Social Studies (1)  History. The student understands how individuals, events, and ideas have influenced the history of various communities. The student is expected to:(A) describe how individuals, events, and ideas have changed communities over time. (2) History The student understands common characteristics of communities, past and present. The student is expected to: (A) identify reasons people have formed communities; and  (5) Geography. The student understands the concepts of location, distance, and direction on maps and globes. The student is expected to: (A) use cardinal and intermediate directions to locate places.

MATERIALS:  

World atlas, text or online resources (such as the series Coming to America) that present

 immigrants and their backgrounds from several locations.

Coming to America worksheet  (see Library Lessons site)
PROCEDURE: Present the resources to be used in the exercise.  Divide into groups to complete the information.

The worksheet for the Coming to America series contains seven areas to be completed: the name given to the immigrants, location of the country (use the world atlas here), the primary settlement areas in the United States, a common profession or job in America for this group, and the name of a famous American from this group.  A “Mystery Word “—an unusual term found within the readings was chosen and added on a PostIt note to the first page of each book.  Defining the word may initiate discussion about traditions or the history surrounding that particular group.

This exercise may be used as a preparation for Ellis Island studies to assist in personalizing an early American immigration experience.   See the Ellis Island  (Immigration Experience) site below.

EVALUATION:  Share the information found as a group

RESOURCES:  

Ellis Island

http://www.ellisisland.org/Immexp/index.asp
Series: Coming to America. Blue Earth Books, 2002-03.     (http://capstone-press.com).

Titles:

Africans in America

Chinese Immigrants

French Immigrants

German Immigrants

Greek Immigrants

Irish Immigrants

Italian Immigrants

Japanese Immigrants

Jewish Immigrants

Norwegian, Swiss, and Danish Immigrants

Polish Immigrants

Russian Immigrants

