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GRADE LEVEL:  5th--  4th Six Weeks




ORGANIZING IDEA:  It’s a Balancing Act

TITLE / SUBJECT: The U.S. in the 1800s

TIME FRAME:  30 minutes

OBJECTIVES: To research and investigate important dates and events of the 1800s within the United States

TEKS: 

113.7 Social Studies  : sequencing, summarizing information, drawing

inferences

          (4) Identification of reasons for expansion, causes and effects of Civil

War 

MATERIALS: Access to Britannica Online, World Book Online

PROCEDURE: 

This lesson is helpful as a summary or at the same time that classroom teachers are presenting events of the 19th century.


Show the class the worksheet The U.S. in the 1800s.  Explain the use of a timeline to show how events connect while political / economic events often build upon each other. Give students a list of possible events that occurred on the dates of the worksheet.  Challenge them to fill in as many as possible using only Online Encyclopedia sources within a set time limit. (Events of other centuries may be included to make the exercise more difficult.)

EVALUATION:   Gather group to fill in the blanks.  If time allows, divide into groups and play tic-tac-toe --with each group using a bell to ring in first for the opportunity to fill in the space. 


Discuss the effect of some events on later political and economic events—have any of these events affected us today? 

RESOURCES:  

Britannica Online, World Book Online (PISD resources)

