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Grade Level Five
Organizing Idea How Variables Cause Change
Title/Subject “Pourquoi Stories/Why Stories” (author’s purpose/point of view)
Objectives Students will take the path that authors take when selecting a theme, researching then sequencing events by writing a pourquoi story.  
TEKS

Language Arts (8) Reading/variety of texts.  The student reads widely for different purposes in varied sources.
Language Arts (10) Reading/comprehension.  The student comprehends selecting using a variety of strategies.

Language Arts (11) Reading/literary response.  The student expresses and supports responses to various types of texts.

Language Arts (13) Reading/inquiry/research.  The student inquires and conducts research in a variety of sources.  

Language Arts (14)  Reading/culture.  The student reads to increase the knowledge of his/her own culture, the culture of others, and the common elements of cultures.  

Language Arts (15) Writing/purposes.  The student writes for a variety of audiences and purposes, and in a variety of forms.    

Library Skills Students learn the elements of a pourquoi story, read pourquoi stories then write one on their own.
Materials

Examples of pourquoi stories
Zoobooks magazines for reference, or animal nonfiction books
Paper and pencil for each student or Powerpoint capability
Procedures
Introduction:

Pourquoi (pour-kwa) is French for “why.”  Pourquoi stories try to explain why something is the way it is.  Pourquoi stories usually describe something in nature, especially animals.    Pourquoi stories are folktales that have been handed down generation after generation and describe something that happened a long time ago as the basis for what we know today.  These stories have a definite storyteller “voice.” The “Just So” stories by Rudyard Kipling are examples.
Select a pourquoi story to read aloud to the class.  A web search will yield many titles.  What are the students’ reactions?  What are their thoughts on how that topic came to be?  Ask the students if these stories are true and should be considered historically accurate. 
Lesson Two

Lead the class in retelling the pourquoi story and identifying the elements in the story that make it pourquoi. Read another pourquoi story if time allows.
Assign students to brainstorm ideas for writing their own pourquoi story.  Here are some examples of possible topics:
· why lions roar

· why grass is green, or why sky  is blue 
· why zebras have stripes

· why snails have shells

· why skunks have white stripes

You can suggest that students begin their pourquoi stories:

· Once upon a time…..

· In a time long ago…

· Before we can remember…

· Once in another time…

· Once, the world was new…

The ending is easy.  Just repeat the why question.  Allow time for the students to research an animal and develop an idea.  The Zoobook magazines and other types of animal research books provide facts about animals which in turn make the pourquoi stories richer with detail.  
Ask each student to write their why question and three supporting facts to use for the sequence of events:

For example:

Why do snails have shells?

1. Snails have soft little bodies.
2. They crawl back into their shells when danger approaches.

3. They carry their shells wherever they go.

Have students use the why question and three supporting details to formulate a sequence of events.  They need to title the story “Why…..” Students could choose to write their pourquoi story in a narrative style or a Powerpoint if possible.

As an extention of this activity, students could have their slide shows available for Parent Night or in the library for viewing by others.  Another suggestion would be to bind the written stories together for a class pourquoi collection.
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