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Grade Level: Two           Third Six Weeks

Organizing Idea:  How Are We Alike and Different in Our World?

Title:  Our Tree Named Steve

Time Frame: approx. 40 minutes

Objectives:  Analyze the explanatory elements of a story

TEKS:

LA 2.10 The student responds to various texts.

LA 2.11 The student analyzes the characteristics of various types of texts.

Materials:

Our Tree Named Steve by Alan Zweibel, illustrated by David Catrow.

Sentence strips and markers

Plain copy paper; pencils and crayons

Procedures:

Read Our Tree Named Steve by Alan Zweibel.  This is a Texas 2 X 2 book award nominee for 2006.  It is a picture book about a large tree that a family spares when it decides to build a new home.  The book is written in the form of a letter and is a very touching story about how the tree becomes a part of the family.  
Before reading the book aloud, model pre-reading by allowing the students to look through the illustrations and predicting what might happen.

After reading the book ask the students to select several of the most important sentences and write them on strips of paper.  Have the students volunteer to put the strips in order.   Identify the main problem and the conclusion.  Discuss setting, characters and structure (letter form) of book.

Discuss which elements of the story showed that Steve was a positive influence for the family.  For example, Steve watches over the family, serving as “a swing holder, target, third base, hiding place, jump-rope turner.”  Despite everything, Steve is a faithful tree.  Steve withstands snowstorms, sewer floods and even requires a visit from the tree doctor.  

Finally, ask students to work in small groups to illustrate the important sentences identified earlier on sheets of plain copy paper.  The page needs two sentences that summarize why Steve was important to the family in the story.  

Create a class book titled Our Tree Named Steve.  

