GRADE LEVEL:  2

ORGANIZING IDEA:  Balance and Stability

TITLE / SUBJECT:  Environmental Balance

TIME FRAME:  3-4 consecutive sessions

OBJECTIVES:  To understand the role of humans in keeping environmental balance.

TEKS:  112.4
LIBRARY SKILLS:   Use of atlas

                                     Nettrekker / Internet navigation / use of keywords

                                     Search strategies – OPAC keywords

MATERIALS:

PROCEDURES:  

Introduce / read each resource.   Discuss common elements of each habitat and the impact of humans on environment

 
Rosy Dock (Baker) –extinction of some plants and 

animals can occur with the introduction of another. 

Identify the setting of the  book, using the atlas

Slowly, Slowly, Slowly Said the Sloth (Carle)—Discuss the diversity of animal life in the rain forest and man’s impact on that habitat.  Identify location of rain forests.

Tin Forest (Ward)  Discuss how the main character impacts the “forest.”

Fire in the Forest (Pringle)  Should humans use fire for forest development?

Find additional books in OPAC using keywords related to forests, environment, animals or plants found in these books.

Additional time?  Investigate through Nettrekker (keyword “forest”)—the Rainforest field trip” or National Geographic “Fantastic Forests” scavenger hunt.

EVALUATION:

RESOURCES:  

Baker, Jeannie. The story of rosy dock. New York: 

Greenwillow, 1995.

Carle, Eric. Slowly, slowly, slowly said the sloth. New York: Philomel, 

2002.

Pringle, Laurence. Fire in the forest: a cycle of growth and renewal. 

New York: Simon and Schuster, 1995.

Ward, Helen. The tin forest. New York: Dutton, 2001.

