Grade Level:   Second Grade 
Organizing Idea: 
Balance and Stability (2nd six weeks)
Title/Subject:   Where In the World Am I?

Time Frame:    15 – 25 minutes
Objectives:   Students will examine where they are based on the Five Themes of Geography.

Library Skills:   2.A.1 - Listen attentively, critically and purposefully to stories and other texts read aloud.
TEKS:   110.4.b.1.D - Listen critically to interpret and evaluate (K-3)
              110.4.b.12.E - Interpret and use graphic sources of information such as maps, charts,        graphs, and diagrams (2-3)
                113.4.b.6.A - Identify major landforms and bodies of water, including continents and oceans, on maps and globes

Other:  National Geographic Standard 2:  The geographically informed person knows and understands how to use mental maps to organize information about people, places, and environments.

Materials:   book, My Place in Space by Robin and Sally Hirst

Procedures:

1) Read and discuss My Place in Space by Robin and Sally Hirst
2) Ask students:  Where are you?

· on the floor

· in the library

· Aldridge Elementary School

· Richardson

· Texas

· United States

· North America

· western and/or northern hemisphere

· earth, etc.
3) Relate where they are to the Five Themes of Geography

· location:  What is next to this place?  What are we near?  What is north of us?  What is south of us?  What is very far from us? What is our exact location? etc.
· place: Describe where we are:  What does it look like?  What happens here?

· movement:   What moves here:  to here, away from here, through here and how do these things and/or people move? 

· human-environment interaction:  How has the environment been changed here?  What changes happened a long time ago?  What changes happen everyday?  What changes will happen in the future? 

· region:  What region is this area part of: within the school, the school/neighborhood, etc?  What do we have in common with other parts of our regions?


Evaluation: Oral check for understanding and observation.
Resources:  

The Eighteen National Geography Standards (from the National Council for Geographic Education)
http://www.ncge.org/publications/tutorial/standards/
Texas Education Agency: Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS)
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/teks/index.html
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