GRADE LEVEL:  2
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ORGANIZING IDEA:  Diversity—How Are We Alike and Different? (3rd Six Weeks)

TITLE / SUBJECT:  American Diversity 

TIME FRAME:  2-3 storytimes (30-45 minutes)

OBJECTIVES:  To emphasize and investigate the diverse cultures existing in the U.S.

TEKS:  110.4 Language Arts  The student is expected to listen critically to interpret and

     evaluate.

              113.4  Social Studies   History, Geography, Economics

LIBRARY SKILLS:  Awareness of use of cause and effect, visual clues, summarization, personal narratives

PROCEDURE:    Read one or both of the books listed.  Use an atlas to emphasize the settings.

Soon, Annala--Discuss with the students the experience of Annala and her family in Europe and New York c1911.  Why did they choose to come to America? What was their life like here? How were their schools and customs alike and different than yours today? How did they cope with changes in their lives?  How does the author tell you they live in NY through the illustrations or verbal clues?  

           Just Plain Fancy—Look at the technology around the community.  How is it different from ours here in Plano? What do they wear—What time period does it remind you of?  Both stories build up to a single important event for the families.  Soon Annala is written as a personal narrative.  What would you highlight if you were writing about a special event for your family?

RESOURCES:

Levinson, Riki. Soon, Annala. New York: Orchard Books, 1993.

Polacco, Patricia. Just plain Fancy. New York: Bantam, 1990.

any large scale world atlas

