GRADE LEVEL:  2
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ORGANIZING IDEA:  What does Evidence Tell Us About Our World –6th Six Weeks

TITLE / SUBJECT:  Mystery in the Library –Using Clues

TIME FRAME:  30-40 minutes

OBJECTIVES:  To strengthen ability to acquire information and make conclusions, given clues 
TEKS:  110.4 English Language Arts & Reading   The student is expected to (9) use prior knowledge to anticipate meaning and make sense of texts, and (10) support interpretations or conclusions with examples drawn from text/ recognize distinguishing features of familiar genres.

126.2 Technology     The student is expected to apply keyword searches to

acquire information. 
LIBRARY SKILLS: To recognize elements of a mystery (genre study) and organization of a fictional story; to apply search strategy to acquire information using technology 

MATERIALS:  StoryQuest: Mystery in the Library  (directions and worksheet)

PROCEDURE:     

1) Discuss with the class what makes a good mystery—Setting?  Characters?  Plot (beginning / middle/ end?)  clues to build suspense.

Read Eatum Hall.  What is the setting—the mood?  Which character tells the story?  (1st person- Horace Hog)  Why is that important here?  How would Dr. Hunter’s point-of-view be different?  Describe Dr. Hunter.  How does the author give you clues by naming things / characters?  What are the three parts of the story? (Beginning / middle/ end)  How does the Illustrator add to the clues?

2) Read Ice Skate Mystery.  Remind students of the parts needed to make it interesting.  How are clues added to the beginning and middle of the story to create a satisfying ending.  How does the Illustrator help in this story.  Is a mood necessary here?

3) Present the StoryQuest Mystery in the Library.  Suggestions:  Use tape from a hardware store—Do not enter—as if it were a crime scene to wall off part of the library where the “crime” occurred.  Use a backpack for clues belonging to the thief.  Ask students to find a solution using the computer.  

EVALUATION:  Compare answers.  Discuss how they would describe the thief. 

RESOURCES:

Adler, David A. Young Cam Jansen and the Ice Skate Mystery. New York: Viking,

1998.

Kelly, John and Cathy Tincknell. Mystery of Eatum Hall. Cambridge, MA: Candlewick, 

2004.

