HOW TO USE AN ENCYCLOPEDIA
Working your way through the encyclopedia, describe these items to  your students.  I use this lesson to show the differences between encyclopedias and trade books as well.  As a quick assessment, I write these terms or topics on a board as a compare and contrast with columns for Encyclopedias & Trade Books.
1.
Difference between General and Subject Encyclopedias (# of volumes, range of subjects, table of contents vs. ABC order, location of index, etc.)
2.
Articles or Entries vs. Chapters

3.
ABC order (last name first)
4.
Guidewords
5.
Captions, timelines, etc.

6.
Headings and Subheadings
7.
See and See Also References (e.g., Related works)
8.
Outlines (appear at end of encyclopedia article – I use this as a way to show the students how to organize their own work)
9.
Study Aids
On the next pages is another assessment to use with the students.  It can be modified to cover whatever topic they are researching.
Name: ____________________
Teacher: ___________________

Encyclopedia Worksheet

Name of state: ____________________________

What does the state’s name (or nickname) mean?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In what year did it become a state (gain statehood)? _______


Draw a picture of a state symbol or the flag.

What is the capitol city (marked by a star on the map)?

____________________________________________________________

How many people live in the state (population)? __________________

Name an annual event. ________________________________________

What is the state bird?  _______________________________________

Name one natural resource. ___________________________________

Name one famous person from the state. ________________________

What is something interesting about the geography (land and water features) of the state?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

WRITE YOUR BIBLIOGRAPHIC CITATION IN THE BLANKS BELOW.

Example: 

Allen, John L. and Richard Buel, Jr. “Connecticut.”  World Book Encyclopedia. 2000.
___________________________________________________________. 

Last name, first name of author (and Full name of 2nd author, if nec.)

“__________________________________.” World Book Encyclopedia.
                        Name of State
_______________.

Publication Date

MATH BONUS:  How old is the state? ______ years








