Grade Level:  2nd Grade

Organizing Idea:  General

Title:  The Great Ball Game by Joseph Bruchac 

Objectives:

Art collage

Pourquoi

Drawing Conclusions

Author purpose

Creative impact (illustrations)

Students recognize story details that make the story a pourquoi.

TEKS:

T 2.1D Listen critically to interpret and evaluate

   2.2 Oral traditions that reflect culture

2.9 Draw Conclusions

2.2A Connect experiences and ideas

2.2B Clarify and support spoken messages with pictures

2.8A Discuss meaning of words and develop vocabulary

Materials:

The Great Ball Game by Joseph Bruchac  398.2 BRU

Procedure:

Discuss “Pourquoi” - stories that explain how things came to be, the how-and-why stories. These tales show science of the time and culture from which they come. Discuss that this tale is from the Muskogee Indians and it shows how an argument is settled by a ball game.  Read intro page from book.  Discuss collage artwork in the book.  Say “Listen and look at the illustrations to see which how-and-why story this book represents.”  Read. Discuss elements of pourquoi.

Evaluation:

Students explain animals and nature using details unique to these types of stories.  

Students write their own how-and-why stories with one of these prompts:  Why bird flies south each winter. Why bat is a mammal, not a bird. Why bat flies at night.

