GRADE LEVEL/SIX WEEKS:  3rd Grade/1st Six Weeks or 3rd Six Weeks
ORGANIZING IDEA:  
1st “A Matter of Time” or 3rd “Proud to Be An American” 

TITLE:  Author’s Purpose/Fact and Opinion/Genres  
OBJECTIVES:     The students will be reminded of how the author’s purpose for writing books helps to determine a book’s genre.  Students will also practice finding facts and opinions in informational books as well as advertisements.
TEKS:  The student is expected to…
L.Arts 3.7.C. to read to accomplish various purposes, both assigned and self-selected (2-3). 
3.9.I.  represent text information in different ways, including story maps, graphs, and charts (2-3); 
3.9.J. distinguish fact from opinion in various texts, including news stories and advertisements (3); 

3.11.C. recognize the distinguishing features of familiar genres, including stories, poems, and informational texts (1-3).
MATERIALS:

Changes for Samantha: A Winter Story by Valerie Tripp  FIC TRI

Welcome to Samantha’s World: 1904 by Catherine Gourley  973.91 GOU

an American Girl catalog

PROCEDURES:

1. Introduce the idea of “author’s purpose” – An author writes for different reasons or purposes: to entertain, to inform, or to persuade.  

2. When the purpose is to entertain, we get fiction books that are written to tell us a story.  Changes for Samantha, however, is actually historical fiction, a genre listed on your reading logs.  (Show book and explain historical fiction.)  The author is mixing entertainment with information.  

3. An example of an informational book (also on your reading logs) is Welcome to Samantha’s World: 1904.  This is filled with facts about the early 1900’s in America.  Remember when you were doing a scrapbook of children’s clothing, toys, etc. during your study of early Plano?  This would have been a great book to use.  Let’s look for some facts.

· have kids make a t-chart and label one side “facts” and the other “opinions”.

· turn to pages 16 and 17.  Read about ping-pong or roller-skating.  Have kids listen for facts and take notes.  Also, pp. 30 and 31 have clothing information.  Then read pp. 42 and 43 about immigrants!  This fits with their study of the different countries!!

4.  The other kind of author’s purpose is to persuade.  This type of writing is filled with the writer’s opinion of the product or topic so that you will buy it or believe the same way as the author.   Advertisements are examples of this.    (show American Girl catalog)  Let’s look for opinions that persuade us to buy these wonderful dolls and accessories.  Look for words like “beautiful”, “the best”, and “great price”.

EVALUATION:  Review authors’ purposes for writing historical fiction, non-fiction, and advertisements.  

RESOURCES:

TEKS to support this lesson from TEA’s website:

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/teks/index.html#teksbygrade
