GRADE  LEVEL

Third Grade



ORGANIZING IDEA 
 Systems/Where would we be Without

 Systems? – 4th OI

TITLE / SUBJECT
Reference Scavenger Hunt

TIME FRAME

30 minutes





OBJECTIVES:
Students will use the reference section to find answers to questions about famous black Americans

TEKS: 3.12  Reading/inquiry/research.  The student generates

questions and conducts research using information from various sources.

3.13 Reading/culture.  The student reads to increase knowledge of his/her own culture, the culture of others, and the common elements of culture.

MATERIALS:   World Almanac 2002, World Book Encyclopedia, The New Book of Knowledge, New Grolier Children’s Encyclopedia, a dictionary; handout (attached)

PROCEDURES:  If the students have already been introduced to these reference books, then just review them. Otherwise, show each to them and discuss how they are to be used.  In the World Almanac, the general index is in the front in most of the volumes, but in some it is in the back.  Explain that each group will be using one of the above reference books. 

 Each group will only research one question.  Each question has to do with a famous black American.  Since we are celebrating Famous Black Americans in February, we can learn a little more about them, and also learn where to find information.  (Since all the questions are on one sheet, it may be easier to cut the questions apart and then the kids don’t get confused about which one to answer.)  As the students finish, have them share what they learned.

EVALUATION:  Observation of students as they work to find the answers, and as they share their answers with the class.

RESOURCES:  See materials above
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Names___________________________

Look in the following resources to find answers to the questions:

1. World Almanac 2002 – First look in the front in the General Index. Go to the “E’s”.  Find “Entertainers”.  Under that, find the subheading,  “Birthplaces/Birthdates.”  Go to that page.  Look under the “C’s” for Cosby, Bill.  Name the city where he was born and when he was born:

  City_______________
 Birth Date __________________

Encyclopedia – Answer only one:

2. World Book Encyclopedia - In the “J/K” volume, look up Jemison, Mae 

Carol.  Read about this famous black American.  What was she the first to do? _______________________________________________________

__________________________________________.

 In The New Book of Knowledge – In the “J/K” volume, what page tells about Martin Luther King? Go to King, Martin Luther.  Page #___

 In the New Grolier Children’s Encyclopedia – On page 30, there is an article about slavery.  What did Harriet Tubman do? _______________

_________________________________________________________.

3. Dictionary – Look up the word, “slave.”  Go to the first one – the noun – and then use meaning #1.  What does the word mean? _______________________________________________________

_________________________________________.

