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Use CyberWeb to answer the following questions in your Interactive Notebook. 

The web address is k-12.pisd.edu/cyberweb.  Once you get on CyberWeb, select middle school, then select social studies, and then go to Texas History 7 and the unit on Growth and Development. Click on the link for Old Mac Texas.
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1. Click the link on Cyberweb for Want to be a scientist? This is a site that discusses the careers for new scientists in agriculture. 

a. Read the introduction. Then list six different professions related to agribusiness.  

b. Select two professions and click on them for more information. Write a brief description of 

each of the professions you selected.

c. How does this information change your views about agribusiness? What conclusion would you make about farming, ranching and harvesting of goods after reviewing these jobs? 
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2. Let’s travel from people who work in agribusiness to a few products of agribusiness. Take a minute to stop and read about the Texas Sweet Onion. 

a. What is the overall impact each year of onions on the Texas economy? 

b. Summarize how the onion industry began in Texas.

c. List three other facts about the Texas Sweet Onion.

3. Now, visit Corn Facts. Scroll down the page to the commodities that touch you daily. 

a. Go to the section called “Corn Facts.” 
b. Go to the section called “How is corn used in paper?” Summarize how corn is used in paper.

c. Go to the section called “What does corn have to do with soft drinks?” Summarize how corn is used in cola.

d. Choose another section- List two facts about corn.

e. Imagine your life without this product, what would you do to substitute for that item? 

 


4. Texas has experienced several disasters that require problem solving.  Whether it is a dust storm or a plague of grasshoppers, Texas agribusiness has to respond to a local community and its needs. Texas often has gone without rain. At these times, there is less vegetation and much of it eventually turns brown. Extended periods of time without rain is considered a drought. Agribusiness has responded to this by showing people how to conserve water and manage their gardens, lawns, and crops in drought years. Visit Save Texas Water. Answer the following questions.

a.   How can you help conserve Texas water? List two examples.

b. Why is conservation important?


5. Choose either Chicken Feathers: “Going Coo Coo for Chicken Feathers!!” or "Move the Cow Space-Age Style”. Read the introduction to the webpage and answer the following questions.

a.  What problem did technology solve?

b.  Without technology, suggest another possible solution to the problem.

c.  How does technology allow for new inventions in agribusiness?

If you are still interested, visit the Texas A&M site-Agribusiness Links http://agprogram.tamu.edu/




Texas History 7


Old Mac Texas had a Farm!  (Internet Search)


EQ: How has geography affected the economic growth and development of Texas?





Concepts Important to Know and Understand:


diversification














Broad Brush Knowledge


 agribusiness








Targeted Skills


Information Literacy


Access Information


select appropriate tools


Evaluate Content


draw conclusions








Core Objectives 


14. Analyze the growth and development of Texas, and the effects of this growth on agriculture, industry, trade, and settlement patterns.














Enduring Understandings


Texas’s strong standing in the world today, originated from its diverse leaders, geography, and resources.











Did you know that agribusiness involves:


New discoveries and applied technology for agribusiness and the world.














Did you know that agribusiness involves: 


Producing new generations of leaders to sustain the food and fiber system








Did you know that agribusiness involves:


Cutting Edge Biotechnology (making healthier foods)





Did you know that agribusiness involves: 


Environmental Conservation and Management (environmental research and education especially relating to water conservation and supply, waste management and sustainability, rangeland ecology, wildlife and forestry issues.)








Did you know that agribusiness involves:


Community-Focused Problem-Solving
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