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The workaround is to use an ActiveX control in any HyperQuest authored in
PowerPoint®.  This sounds more intimidating than it actually is.  Follow the
steps outlined here and you will be able to create interactive text fields for
student writing on project screens.  The good news is that once you’ve created
a text field in one HyperQuest, you can simply copy and paste that field onto
other project screens so you don’t need to build the text fields from scratch
each time - a great timesaver!

The sample screen shown here (Figure 6) has standard Text Box areas added
but also has a scrollable text field available in the lower right side designed via
an ActiveX control.  Follow the steps below to learn to create these interactive
text fields in PowerPoint®.

Begin with a blank screen in the program and make the Control Toolbox
visible for your use.  This is accomplished by choosing Customize from the
Tools Menu (Figure 7).

Figure 6

Figure 7
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Figure 9

Figure 10

This will display the Customize window where you simply have to click on
Control Toolbox in the list to make it available (Figure 8).  Close the Customize
window.

Choose the Text Box option (2nd from the left in first row of
tools) in the Control Toolbox (Figure 9).

Click and drag an area on the slide where you want your text
field created.  Don’t worry about getting the “perfect” position
and size.  Both of these are easy to adjust at any time (Figure
10).

Figure 8
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There are a number of options that need to be set within the ActiveX control to
make this text box operate properly so students can enter text in a normal
fashion.  Double-click on the text box to open up the Visual Basic program-
ming area (Figure 11).

Direct your attention to the Properties - TextBox window and make certain
that the Categorized tab is selected (Figure 12).  You need to change the
values on the following options:

In the Behavior
section
EnterKeyBehavior:
click on the “False”
value and choose
“True” from the drop
down selection.  This
enables the students to
be able to press the
Enter Key to start new
paragraphs.

Figure 11

Figure 12
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Figure 13

MultiLine: click on the “False” value and choose “True” from the drop down
selection.  This enables the students to be able to continue typing and the text
field will allow more than a single “long” line of text.

WordWrap: this should already be set to “True”.  This enables the text to auto-
matically start new lines when the text fills up the current line.  This works in
combination with the MultiLine option.

In the Scrolling section
ScrollBars: click on the existing value and choose “2 - fmScrollBarsVertical”
from the drop down selection.  This enables to text field to be of any length so the
students have the option of adding as much text as necessary to complete the
activity.

Simply choose Close and Return to Microsoft PowerPoint from the File Menu
and you can test the operation of this text field by choosing the Slide Show view.
Although the formatting options are limited, this first look at using an ActiveX
control has enabled you to create an interactive text field that will allow students
the opportunity to write while in the slideshow mode of any HyperQuest authored
with PowerPoint®.  A final note, adding this ActiveX control has added macros
to your slideshow.  You can expect to see this warning message each time you
load the slideshow (Figure 13).
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In the Effects tab, choose the first text box from the list.  Choose an Entry
animation from the pop-up list and choose Hide on Next Mouse Click from
the After animation pop-up list.  Use the same steps to configure additional
text boxes on the screen (Figure 11).

To test your message boxes, select Slide Show from the View menu.  The first
click shows text 1, although it doesn’t matter where you click on the screen.
The second click hides text 1 and shows text 2 (notice the custom animation
needed to accomplish this).  A third click hides text 2, but both text boxes are
now hidden.

Although this technique isn’t as flexible as that provided by HyperLogo, it can
be used effectively when you produce HyperQuests using PowerPoint®.

Figure 11
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