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TYPES OF AID 

 Grants 

 Scholarships 

 Loans 

 Employment 



HOW TO APPLY 

 Complete the Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid (FAFSA) every year! 

 Apply for a student and parent PIN at 

www.pin.ed.gov 

 Apply online at www.fafsa.gov 

 FAFSA is not a scholarship application 

oSome scholarships require 

FAFSA information to determine 

financial need. 

oParent PLUS requires the 

FAFSA. 

http://www.pin.ed.gov/
http://www.fafsa.gov/


WHAT IS THE FAFSA? 

 The key requirement for determining federal and 

state aid eligibility. 

 The U.S. Department of Education determines the 

estimated family contribution (EFC) based on: 

 Parent and Student income and assets 

 Number of household members 

 Number in college 



HOW DO I GET FINANCIAL AID? 

 Listed schools will receive the electronic 

Student Aid Report (SAR). 

 You can list up to 10 schools. 

 

 Schools use the information on the SAR to 

prepare a financial aid package to help 

meet your financial need. 



HOW IS MY INFORMATION USED? 

 The financial aid office will calculate your need 

based on  the following formula: 

 

  Cost of Attendance 

 - Expected Family Contribution (EFC) 

 = Financial Need 



HOW MUCH IT COSTS 

Tuition and Fees 

+ Student Activity Fee 

+ Room and Board 

+ Books and Supplies* 

+ Travel 

+ Miscellaneous Living Expenses* 

= $ Cost of Attendance  
 (per year vs. per semester) 
 
*Keep in mind that schools may include  
some or most of these in their  
publications. You will most likely have  
to pay for ALL the above expenses  
either on your bill or out of pocket. 



THE CSS PROFILE 



The form can only be filed online at 

https://profileonline.collegeboard.com/prf/index.jsp  

 

It is a “Smart Application” 

A student can not submit the CSS Profile® if it 

is not required by the school 

• The CSS Profile is 

not free 

 

• It costs $25 for 

registration and 

first school 

 

• And an additional 

$16 reporting fee for 

each school 

 

• Fee Waivers are 

available (covers 

registration and up 

to six schools) and 

confirmed during 

registration 

https://profileonline.collegeboard.com/prf/index.jsp


A COMPARISON 

The FAFSA 

 

•About 100 questions 

 

•Free to file 

 

•Income Driven 

•Tax Return – 1040, 1040A or 

1040EZ 

•Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) of 

both the student and parent(s) 

 

•Asset Information 

•Asset protection for parents 

 

•Special Circumstances 

•Can't be reported on FAFSA, 

must report to each school 

separately 

The CSS Profile® 

 

•About 300 questions 

 

•Charged a fee to file 

 

•Online filing only 

 

•Income Information 

•Same as for FAFSA 

 

•Asset Driven 
•Home Equity & Retirement 

Savings 

•Prior Year & Future Year Income 

(est.) 

 

•Special Circumstances 
•Open narrative box to add 

information or circumstances 



SCHOLARSHIPS 

 Scholarships may be awarded on the basis of: 

 Academic Merit 

 Financial Need 

 Talent 

 Member of a particular group or organization 

 Leadership and participation 

 All or any combination of the above 



SCHOLARSHIPS  

 Outside Scholarships 

 Internet (search engines) 

 www.fastweb.com 

 www.collegeboard.com  

 Local library resources 

 Local businesses and civic organizations 

 Parents’ places of employment 

http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.collegeboard.com/


THE “F” IN FAFSA MEANS FREE!! 

 

 BEWARE OF FINANCIAL AID SCAMS 

 Avoid offers from non‐college groups that say 

“guaranteed scholarships” 

 “For $XX.XX we can help you find grants” 

 “www.fafsa.COM” 

 This is a FREE PROCESS. PLEASE DO 

NOT PAY ANYONE TO HELP YOU! 



THINGS YOU WILL NEED TO DO 

 Admissions Application 

 www.applytexas.org 

 FAFSA & Scholarship Applications 

 www.fafsa.gov 

START APPLYING EARLY! 

http://www.applytexas.org/
http://www.fafsa.gov/


HELPFUL WEBSITES 

 www.CollegeforAllTexans.com 

 Information on Exemptions and Waivers 

 www.AdventuresinEducation.org 

 College and Career Planning 

 Student Loan Inquiry 

 www.FinAid.org 

 “SmartStudent” Guide to Financial Aid 

 Calculate your Expected Family Contribution (EFC) 

http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/
http://www.adventuresineducation.org/
http://www.finaid.org/


THANK YOU!  

Questions? 



DALLAS / FORT WORTH PROSPECTIVE 

STUDENT CENTER  

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY  

3900 ARLINGTON HIGHLANDS BLVD  

SUITE 273  

ARLINGTON, TX 76018  

 

817.375.0960  


