
THE OUTDOOR  
LEARNING CENTER 

By Leah T. 
 

 The fourth grade had a great time at the Outdoor 
Learning Center. When we got there a man named Mr. Taylor 
told us what we were going to do. We split up into two 
groups, one inside and one outside. I went outside first. My 
group’s guide’s name was Mr. Bonser. At first, we talked 
about the people who came to the black land prairie many 
hundreds of years ago. I learned that came here because they 
didn’t want to have to cut down trees. Then, we talked about 
things that have never been alive. Some examples we came up 
with were: rocks, dirt, water, air, and the sun. We also 
talked about animals we saw and evidence of animals we did 
not see. Some animals we did see were squirrels and a 
butterfly. Some clues of animals that we saw were footprints, 
scat, and an armadillo hole. We in addition found some 
attention-grabbing plants. Several of them were the Mexican 
hat, the sunflower, the moon berry, and pecans. Mr. Bonser 
said that two hundred years ago, there were many, many 
buffalo. They kept the trees and the grass low, but soon the 
population of buffalo died down. Next, we went down by a 
stream to dig for fossils. The inoceramus fossil is easiest to 
find. It was a large clam like animal about the size of a trash 
can lid. We got to keep three of the fossils that we found. 
That is all about what I learned on our hike. 
 Inside the building was just as fun as outside! When I got 
inside I went to the rocks and minerals lab. In there our 
teacher’s name was Mrs. Rachels. She told us whenever we 
are thinking about rocks and minerals that we should think 



about the words: ore, luster, magma, and igneous. The word 
italics means a substance removed from the Earth’s crust with 
a profit. I discovered lots of your every day things are made 
with copper. For instance refrigerators are made with copper 
in them. There is one mineral you can eat, it is called halite, 
or better known salt. Other things we get from rocks are 
aluminum and graphite. The things you use to identify luster 
are metallic, nonmetallic, earthy, or glassy. That is all about 
what we learned in the rocks and minerals lab. 
 After the rocks and minerals lab, we went to the animal 
room. First, we talked about what a prairie looked like. We 
said it was mostly flat with an occasional tiny hill. We 
supposed the herbivores on a prairie might be buffalo, 
rabbits, horses, donkeys; deer, moose, pigs, cows, bugs, and 
squirrels. The carnivores we thought might be were bobcats, 
snakes, alligators, and hawks. Some omnivores you will find on 
a prairie are 
Humans, coyotes, wolfs, and turtles. Some scavengers are 
vultures, possums, raccoons, and skunks. I had a great time at 
the Outdoor Learning Center. 
      


